
   
 

   
 

Jesse Boyd Elementary School 

International Baccalaureate Primary Years Program 

 Language Policy 

Beliefs and Values 

Language is fundamental to learning, thinking and communicating, and is 

integrated across the whole curriculum.  It is necessary not only to learn 

language but also learn about language and through language.  Language 

best takes place by using authentic texts and having literature rich 

classrooms.  The strands of oral, written, and visual communication are 

learned throughout all subject areas. All students are provided additional 

instruction in a second language. Additional supports are provided to 

students who do not have English as their first language.  

     Making the PYP Happen 

 

Jesse Boyd’s language policy provides information about the school’s 

beliefs and practices on: 

1.  Language Philosophy 

2.  Language Instruction 

3.  Additional Language Instruction 

4.  English as a Second Language Support 

5.  Mother Tongue Support 

6.  Language Assessment 

7.  Professional Development 

 

 



   
 

   
 

Language Philosophy 

Jesse Boyd believes that language is the key to all learning.  All teachers at 

Jesse Boyd are language teachers. Students acquire language through 

conversations with teachers and peers. Students are immersed in language 

through read-alouds and independent and peer reading. Students learn to 

communicate in all subject areas, across the transdisciplinary themes. We 

believe that students learn about language as they make connections.  

Language Instruction 

Jesse Boyd provides a strong, challenging curriculum that seeks to 

embrace the principles of IB PYP.  Our students become skilled and 

knowledgeable in all subject areas through English Language Arts 

instruction.  Additionally, all students receive instruction in English but will 

also work towards learning an additional language. Language instruction is 

not seen as an individual content area but rather as a unified subject that 

supports all learning. 

Language provides the vehicle for inquiry.  We use literature as an integral 

part of our language instruction within other content areas.  We teach our 

students reading strategies through books.  These strategies serve to 

deepen the student’s understanding in the Program of Inquiry.  Strategies 

such as visualization, questioning, using schema, making inferences, 

synthesizing, and determining importance, and summarizing are taught 

using a variety of fiction and non fiction.  Teachers carefully select read 

alouds, shared reading, and independent reading based on our units of 

inquiry.  Books are often used as provocations into a unit of inquiry.  Books 

are selected very carefully to support the unit of inquiry.  Literature is key 

in the development of reading skills and our teachers ensure that students 

have adequate supply of literature in the classrooms and at home.  

Literature is also a way that we are able to reflect various cultural aspects.  

Literature is also used to help students understand, recognize, and 

interpret Learner Profile Attributes.  Teachers use a variety of read alouds 

for teaching students in whole group and district provided guided reading 



   
 

   
 

sets for small group instruction.  Each classroom is also afforded a 

classroom library with a variety of books to use for instruction.  The school 

also has a “Book Nook” that provides teachers with read alouds in all 

subject areas, as well as leveled texts to meet the needs of individual 

students. The library/media center is the hub of our school.  Students and 

teachers are allowed to check out books from our media center. Our school 

also provides books to the surrounding community through “Little Free 

Libraries” placed around the outside of the school.   

Writing is also an important aspect of language learning for all ages at JBE.  

Teachers require students to write often and across the curriculum.  In 

early grades, writing workshop develops basic writing skills while fostering 

creative writing. While in later grades, writing workshop focuses on text 

dependent analysis.  Content and accuracy are important in later grades.  

We teach our students to enjoy writing for a variety of purposes.  Writing is 

an integral part of our disciplinary themes.  Writing is used as a way to 

reflect but also is used as a tool of assessment. 

Our teachers ensure that the language of the Planner will be taught even 

in times outside of the planner.  All teachers take part in the development 

of the IB Primary Years Program of Inquiry and understand the importance 

of contributing to the students’ understanding language. 

Additional Language Instruction 

Acquisition of more than one language enriches personal growth and helps 

facilitate international understanding.  All students of the Jesse Boyd PYP 

program will have a solid foundation in a World Language. An additional 

language is offered to all students beginning with kindergarten in the 

following manner: 

5-K and 1st grade students will receive 18 weeks of instruction in French 

and Spanish in a rotation system. Students are instructed in this language 

for 30 minutes one time a week.  At the end of 1st grade, students and 



   
 

   
 

their families, chose the language they would like to study during the 

continuation of their IB curriculum. 

From 2nd to 4th grade, students are given a choice between French or 

Spanish instruction.  Students are given instruction two times a week for 

30 minutes. 

5th grade students will continue with their chosen language one time per 

week for 50 minutes. 

 

ESOL (English to Speakers of Other Languages) Support 

JBE is a diverse community with a population of students who do not have 

English as their first language.  The first languages of these students are 

comprised of languages from around the world. Classroom teachers work 

closely with the ESOL teacher and the families of their students to assist 

and aid them in acquiring English proficiency.   

Mother Tongue Support 

Mother Tongue is the language that most closely links an individual to their 

culture.  It is crucial that students are able to enhance their mother tongue 

while reaching English proficiency. Mother Tongue Support is offered at 

JBE daily through new technology that includes Snap and Read, Co-Writer 

and UPAR.  This technology translates any text, book, teacher notes, 

newsletters, school information, or pdf from one language to another. 

These programs also have the ability to read to or be read by a student in 

any language.    Mother Tongue support helps students maintain their 

cultural identity which enhances self-esteem.   

JBE also strives to develop our media center for mother tongue support by 

encouraging students to use books in their own language to reinforce 

learning.  Classrooms have access to picture dictionaries, bilingual 

dictionaries, and literature in mother tongue languages.   



   
 

   
 

Upon enrolling at Jesse Boyd, parents are asked to complete a home 

language survey that enables the enrollment secretary to inform the 

appropriate staff of a student’s mother tongue language.   

Language Assessment   

Students in grades K, 1st, and 2nd are tested at the beginning, middle, and 

end of school each year using the Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Program, 

which assesses accuracy, fluency, and comprehension.  Students who 

qualify for Reading Recovery are assessed daily. After they finish the 

program, they are tested at the beginning and the end of each year 

through 3rd grade. Students in grades 1-5 take Measures of Academic 

Progress (MAP) twice a year to determine growth in the strands of reading 

vocabulary, inferential comprehension, and literal comprehension.  

Students in grades 3rd-6th also take the Palmetto Assessment of State 

Standards in which students are tested on writing, reading, and research 

skills.  ESOL students take the WIDA ACCESS once a year to test the 

students’ English proficiency in reading, writing, listening, and speaking. 

Students are also assessed in English by classroom teachers as an integral 

part of the teaching and learning process.   

Professional Development 

At Jesse Boyd, our teachers are committed to a reflective and collaborative 

approach for teaching and learning. Grade levels meet weekly with their 

literacy coach as well as their IB Coordinator.  

Best practices are the key component for our teachers to continue to grow 

professionally. All Professional learning at Jesse Boyd supports the 

philosophy and beliefs of the PYP.  

Our IB coordinator leads professional learning on our District 7 early 

release half days every other month beginning in September. Wednesday 

faculty PD meetings, with coordinator as facilitator, are used to explore the 

essential elements of the IB PYP program and strengthen/build our POI. 



   
 

   
 

 

Review Process 2019 

Coordinator meets with small groups of teachers and specialists to review 

the document. Suggested changes are made and then the policy is 

reviewed by whole staff before publishing. Policies are revised and updated 

every August/September. 

 

 

 


